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The Rainbow Children’s Centres are a 
network of children’s centres spread 
throughout the rural areas of North 
Braintree.

The main hub is at Hedingham Secondary 
School and Sixth Form in the Youth Centre 
Building, with two smaller sites based at 
Ridgewell Primary School and Belchamp St 
Paul Primary School. Further sites bringing 
services out into the local community are 
due to open throughout the year.

The Centres deliver a range of services as 
well as signposting and are operated by a 
national charity, 4Children. The services 
are available for children, young people and 
families.

The Children’s Centre Coordinator, Carole 

Ware, is available at:

Rainbow Hedingham:

Every Wednesday 10.00am-1.00pm

Rainbow Belchamp St Paul: 

Every Tuesday 1.00pm-3.30pm 

Rainbow Ridgewell:

Every second and fourth Friday of the month 
1.30pm-3.30pm 

Note: All of the above times exclude school 
holidays

Carole can be contacted on 07876 654881 

or 01376 556871
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Team around the School Team around the School 
Child and CommunityChild and Community
What is it?  A local team of professionals 

who are available to offer 
support, guidance and advice 
to families on a wide range of 
family issues

Contact:  01787 274120

National Childminding National Childminding 
AssociationAssociation
What is it?  Support for all childminders 

and for anyone interested in 
becoming a childminder

When?  Monthly childminder drop in 
sessions for all childminders 
and children in their care 
– dates and times will be 
available soon. 

Where?  The Rainbow Children’s Centre 
at Hedingham Secondary 
School site and a drop in at the 
Rainbow Centre Ridgewell site

Who runs it? National Chilminding 
Association

Contact:  Suzanne Bellett on         
01245 440001

Children’s Information Children’s Information 
ServiceService
What is it?  Information on childcare 

services, activities and events 
running across Essex

Contact:  01245 440400

4Children Inclusion Project4Children Inclusion Project
What is it?  A team of Inclusion Project 

Workers who provide a range of 
support for children and young 
people with additional needs 
and their families

Contact:  Christine Gallant on 01245 
445003

LibraryLibrary
What is it?  Libraries provide a number 

of services for parents and 
children including holiday 
activity sessions. Bookstart 
sessions for parents, babies and 
toddlers and a reading group 
for young people

Where? Hedingham Library, 169 Swan 
Street, Sible Hedingham 
Contact - 01787 460650

 Mobile Library, Ridgewell 
Contact - 0845 6037628 for 
up to date timetable

Local Services for Children,Local Services for Children,
Young People and FamiliesYoung People and Families
There are a number of services already running within Halstead and Braintree 
District. Below are the details of a few which families may wish to access. Further 
information is available from the Children’s Centres.



HomestartHomestart
What is it?  An informal and friendly 

support service for families and 
young children offering support, 
friendship and practical 
assistance

Contact:  01376 567657

Braintree Women’s AidBraintree Women’s Aid
What is it?  Support for women who have 

experienced domestic violence, 
support around emotional 
needs, mental health needs, 
alcohol and substance misuse, 
housing, benefi ts, employment, 
legal and many other areas

Contact:  01376 321720

Citizens Advice Bureau Citizens Advice Bureau 
(CAB)(CAB)
What is it?  The Citizens Advice Bureau 

helps people resolve their legal, 
money and other problems by 
providing free, independent and 
confi dential advice

When: The fi rst and third Friday of 
every month

Where?  Sible Hedingham 
Parish Council Offi ces                   
New Street, Halstead CO9 1DD 

Contact: 08701 264065

Jobcentre PlusJobcentre Plus
What is it?  Jobcentre Plus provides help 

and advice on job hunting and 
claiming benefi ts

Contact:  0845 6021614

Family LearningFamily Learning
What is it?  Adult Community Learning 

delivers a range of courses 
to enable families to learn 
together.

Contact:  For more information on the 
courses that may be available 
please speak to Carole Ware 
either at one of the Rainbow 
Centres or on 07876 654881
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How to find us...

Youth Service Building

Hedingham Secondary 

School and Sixth Form

Yeldham Road
Sible Hedingham
Essex
CO9 3QH

Ridgewell Primary School

Church Lane
Ridgewell
Essex
CO9 4SA

Belchamp St Paul 

Primary School

Vicarage Road
Belchamp St Paul
Sudbury 
Suffolk
CO10 7BP

4Children is registered as Kids’ Clubs Network in England and Wales no. 01789253. Registered charity no. 288285. 4Children (Trading) 
Limited is registered as Kids’ Clubs Network (Trading) Limited. Registered in England and Wales no. 02433565. Kids’ Clubs Network 
(Trading) Limited is a subsidiary of Kids’ Clubs Network. Registered offi ce: 4Children, City Reach, 5 Greenwich View Place, London E14 9NN.

www.4Children.org.uk

Contact: Carole Ware, Children’s Centre Coordinator

Mobile: 07876 654881

Landline: 01376 556871

At Rainbow Hedingham: Every Wednesday 10.00am-1.00pm (except school holidays)
Please note there is no parking on the school site or in the area known as Christmas Fields.

At Rainbow Ridgewell: Every second & fourth Friday of the month 1.30pm-3.30pm (except 
school holidays)

At Rainbow Belchamp St Paul: Every Tuesday 1.30pm-3.30pm (except school holidays)
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Youth Service Building

Hedingham Secondary 

School and Sixth Form

Ridgewell Primary School Belchamp St Paul Primary 

School

Ra
inbow

C
 h

ildren’s Cent
re

s

 4  Children, Young People & Families


