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Background statistics 

 

 3.5 million (one in four) children are living in poverty, with 1.6 million in severe poverty1 

 Over one million young people aged 16-24 are not in employment, education or training2 

 500,000 families in this country are ‘just coping,’ dropping in and out of crisis3  

 1 in 5 of children have a mental health problem4 

 33% of girls and 20% of boys are ‘distressed’ by their body image5 

 Almost 70,000 children are in care (‘looked after’) at any one time6 

 There were 600,000 referrals to child protection services in 2012 alone7 

 Children in care are four to five times more likely to have mental health issues than their 
peers and are more likely to end up homeless or in prison8 

 Only 1% of care leavers go to university, compared to 37% of all young people9 

 Children in care are ten times more likely to be excluded from school than other children10 

 A third of homeless people and 23% of the adult prison population were formerly in care11 

 Over 20% of women who leave care between the ages of 16 and 19 become mothers 
within a year12 

 Children in care are three times more likely to run away than other children13 

 The UK spends around 60% of its children’s services’ budget, accounting for over £2 billion 
each year, on the care system14 
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 In Britain today almost 1 million children (950,000) grow up in a household with domestic 
violence15 

 2.6 million children grow up in a household where a parent drinks hazardously16  

 20% of parents have a mental health problem17 

 Every year, we spend £9bn on managing and containing the crisis that we have already 
allowed to escalate and which could have been prevented18 

 We know that families can turnaround their problems with the right support and our 
research shows that 91% of the public agree19 

 67% of parents say the lack of available childcare is limiting their ability to work20 

 18% of households say they have a serious burden of debt21 

 67% of women are now working22 

 11.5% of children are starting school without essential behavioural skills23 

 33% of children entering secondary school in England are overweight24 

 46% of children have been bullied at school and 38% of children have experienced cyber 
bullying25 

 75% of children do not travel to and from school independently26 

 2,500 children have experienced sexual exploitation in gangs with a further 16,500 at risk27 

 250,000 new homes per year are needed to meet demand over the next twenty years28 

 120,000 families have multiple and complex problems29 
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YouGov Polling: December 2013 
 

All of the below figures are from a YouGov poll undertaken on 4Children’s behalf in December 
2013. The total sample size was 2,221 adults across the UK. Fieldwork was undertaken between 
20th-23rd December 2013. The survey was carried out online. The figures have been weighted 
and are representative of all UK adults (aged 18+) 
 
Family Life Harder 

 56% of parents (8.7 million) believe that family life is harder today than it was 20 years ago 
  
Family Friendly Services 

 Only 28% of people (14 million) think childcare services are family friendly  

 Only 8% of people (4 million) think local councils are family friendly  

 Only 45% of people (22.5 million) think schools are family friendly  

 Only 33% of people (16.5 million) think GPs’ practices are family friendly 

 Only 28% of people think hospitals are family friendly  

 Only 2% of people think job centres are family friendly  
 
Neighbourhoods 

 27% of parents (4.2 million) don't think their neighbourhood is a good one for children to 
grow up in. This means 3.6 million children are growing up in areas that their parents 
believe are not good for them 

 
Worse Life for Children 

 35% of parents (5.4 million) think their/today's children will have a worse life than them 
 
Public Services  

 56% of people (28 million) think public services should be aimed at families 
  
Positive Differences to Family Life (NB question only asked of parents) 

 29% of parents think having more family friendly policies in the workplace would make the 
most real positive difference to their family life  

 27% of parents think having more parks/open places for children to play in would make the 
most real positive difference to their family life  

 24% of parents think having more affordable, flexible or accessible childcare would make 
the most real positive difference to their family life  

 27% of parents think having better housing would make the most real positive difference to 
their family life  

 28% of parents think having better support from local public services (e.g. Children's 
Centres; GPs' practices etc) would make the most real positive difference to their family life  

  


